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A pair of whitetail bucks battled in the woods near the Minnesota River in Fort Snelling State Park.  
Photo Credit: DAVID JOLES, Star Tribune file 

Announcements 

Northern Minnesota business owner and property owner assessed more than $1 million 
for environmental cleanup costs and penalties 

Anne Perry Moore, May 23, 2017, MPCA 
  

An Aurora, Minnesota-based fuel recycler and the business’s property owner must pay more than 
one million dollars in environmental penalties, cleanup costs, and attorney fees, the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency announced.  
  
Dale Cich, owner of J & D Services, and Diane C. Anderson, owner of the property where the waste 
business was located, must pay a six-hundred-seventy-seven-thousand-dollar civil penalty and 
reimburse the state more than three hundred-thousand dollars in cleanup costs and sixty-seven 
thousand dollars in attorney’s fees.  
  
The parties had failed to clean up 30,000 gallons hazardous and non-hazardous waste at the Aurora 
business site under a court-approved consent order. The M-P-C-A ultimately had to remove the 



waste at public expense at a cost of more than two hundred thousand dollars. Waste still remaining 
on site is not considered a current threat to human health and the environment but it must ultimately 
be cleaned up. 
  
For more information about the agency’s efforts to protect human health and the environment, 
visit https://www.pca.state.mn.us/regulations/enforcement-primer. 
For more information click here. 

  

Planning Underway to Keep Traffic Moving During Flooding 

May 22, 2017, Belle Plaine Herald 

  
Since last December, a project management team has met six times to discuss the feasibility of a improving 
detours and roadways to safely drive in and out of Henderson during flooding events. An open house to 
discuss the results of the study and further steps in the process of flood mitigation will be held tonight (May 

17) from 5-7 p.m. at the Henderson RoadHaus Event Center.  
The goal of the study as stated in the meeting minutes from the April 2016 meeting is to “provide a safe and 
accessible, 10-ton route into and out of Henderson to limit the length of detours and impacts to businesses 
during high water events.” 

The Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT), the City of Henderson, Sibley County, Scott County 
and Le Sueur County have worked together during this study to examine the routes in and out of the 
Minnesota River Valley. This includes highways 19 and 93 and Sibley County Road 6.  

Though there is currently no funding in place for flood mitigation, the results of the study could be used to 
secure it in the future. 
The study found road closures due to flooding are not only inconvenient but also costly. When highways 19, 
93 and County Road 6 are closed, Mn/DOT calculated the cost drivers collectively face in time and extra miles 

traveled to be about $87,000 per day. 
  
For more information click here. 

MDA to conduct final gypsy moth treatment in parts of Richfield and Minneapolis on 
Monday, May 22 

May 19, 2017, MDA 

  
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) is planning a final treatment for portions of Richfield and 
Minneapolis to a eradicate gypsy moth infestation detected last fall. Officials plan to conduct the treatments 

on Monday, May 22, starting as early as 5:30 a.m. This is dependent on weather conditions at the time. In 
2016, MDA’s trapping program found an infestation in the northwest corner of Richfield. To eradicate the 
moths before they spread, officials conduct two aerial applications of Bacillus thuringiensis var. kurstaki (Btk) 
over the same area. Two applications are needed because the product naturally breaks down in sunlight. The 

first application was conducted on Thursday, May 11.Gypsy moths are among America's most destructive tree 
pests, having caused millions of dollars in damage to Eastern forests. The moths are now threatening 
Minnesota. If present in large numbers, gypsy moth caterpillars can defoliate large sections of forest. To help 
area citizens stay informed, the MDA has set up an Arrest the Pest Info Line at 1-888-545-MOTH. 

  
For more information click here. 

  

News 

Jordan boys, girls win Minnesota River 
Conference golf titles 
May 23, 2017, Mankato free Press  

3 young men charged with chopping down tree 
near Faribault High that memorialized teen 
Paul Walsh, MAY 22, 2017 ,Star Tribune  



 
Le Sueur-Henderson/Cleveland tallied 181 strokes 
on Monday to win the Minnesota River 
Conference boys golf meet. The Giants were 

followed by Jordan (182), Tri-City United (184), 
Sibley East-Norwood Young America (200), Mayer 
Lutheran (202) and Blooming Prairie (204). 

  
Three southern Minnesota men in their late 
teens have been charged with chopping down 
several trees near Faribault High School and the 

neighboring soccer complex, including one 
planted as a memorial to a student who died in 
2009. Charged by summons on Friday in Rice 

County District Court with felony first-degree 
property damage are Isaac J. Chavie, 19, and 
Cody K. Schuette, 18, both of Morristown, and 
Christian J. Morales, 18, of Faribault. 

Biologists trying to determine northeast 
Minnesota river's muskie population 

Sam Cook, May 21, 2017, West Fargo Pioneer 
  
In addition to placing acoustic transmitters in 
muskies this spring, f isheries biologists are doing 

an assessment of the muskie population in the St. 
Louis River estuary. The Minnesota and Wisconsin 
Departments of Natural Resources are 
cooperating in the population assessment. By 

determining the ratio of tagged fish in the 
recapture effort to the number originally tagged, 
biologists can make an estimate of the total 

muskie population. 

Probation is sentence for cutting tops off 2,700 
trees in Minnesota forest for Christmas 

decorations 
Paul Walsh ,MAY 21, 2017, Star Tribune   
  
The sentence for a northern Minnesota man who 

stole thousands of tree tops from a national 
forest and sold them so they could be made into 
Christmas decorations allows him to avoid any 
time incarcerated. Joseph L. Edminster, 70, of 

Grand Rapids, was sentenced in federal court in 
St. Paul on Friday to three years’ probation and 
200 hours of community service, and ordered to 

make restitution. 

Two Minn. counties taking unique step forward 
to promote recreation, quality of life 

Tom Cherveny, May 19, 2017, Perham Focus  
  
Two southern Minnesota counties are working 
with the Department of Natural Resources to 

create a plan for more outdoors activities, 
whether it be for hiking, horse riding, fishing, 
paddling or sight-seeing. The plan calls for 

expanding a wide range of recreational 
opportunities, as well as developing a trail 
network to connect communities in the corridor 
with those assets. 

Le Sueur River erosion moves closer to homes 
Tim Krohn, May 18, 2017, Mankato free Press  

  
The erosion along the subdivision southeast of 
Mankato has accelerated in recent years as 
higher flows of water tear into the bank. Already 

two homes have been removed and their 
neighbor's home, owned by Dr. David Johnson, 
has been abandoned after the porch slid down 

the bank. Johnson's house is slated to be 
demolished.  

Early spring brings out ticks ahead of schedule 
Mark Steil, may 18, 2017, MPR News 
  
This year's early spring brought the ticks out 
ahead of schedule. Anyone who's outdoors should 
be alert for the blacklegged or deer tick, said 

Minnesota Department of Health epidemiologist 
Elizabeth Schiffman. "They are the ones that 
transmit the majority of our tick-borne diseases 
here," Schiffman said. "Lyme disease, but then 

also anaplasmosis, babesiosis, Powassan virus, a 
species of ehrlichiosis." Minnesota averages more 
than 1,500 cases of Lyme and other tick borne 

diseases each year. 

Column: Minnesota communities join forces to 
launch water education campaign 
Alicia Lebens, May 17, 2017, Stillwater Gazette  

  
More than 70 percent of St. Louis County 
residents believe global warming is happening, 

according to a recent study performed by the 
Yale Program on Climate Change Communication. 
Yet the topic of climate change is rarely discussed 
among county residents. The report found that 

only 33 percent of residents discuss climate 
change occasionally and 31 percent never 
introduce the topic into their communication. 



Solar energy coming to St. Peter 
Deanna B. Narveson, May 10, 2017, Mankato free 
Press 
Pending approval from the St. Peter City Council, 
the city will start rolling out options this summer 
for residents to power their homes with solar 
energy thanks to a potential partnership with 
Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency. The 
city took steps this week toward the partnership 
program by approving the purchase of a small 
solar array to build in town to educate residents 
and promote alternative energy. St. Peter Public 
Works Director Pete Moulton said the solar 
panels’ construction will start in June and wrap up 
in July. 

Tower, Breitung water supplies meet safety 

standards, but just barely 
Stephanie Ukkola, May 17, 2017, Timber Jay 
  
The Tower and Breitung water supply has been 

having some difficulty staying within safe 
guidelines but while levels are still  higher than 
desired, they are below maximum contaminant 

level, or MCL guidelines. Drinking water 
contaminants such as haloacetic acids and 
trihalomethanes exceeded safe guidelines last 
year. 

Events 

May 24- May 30 Buckthorn Removal Event 

May 12-26 
Location: Minneopa State Park 
Brief Description: Help Minneopa State Park fight invasive species by attending a 
buckthorn removal event.  We need your assistance in this ongoing battle to 

maintain a healthy native ecosystem.  Buckthorn is a shrub that first arrived in 
Minnesota during the mid-1800s with Euro-American settlers.  It was brought over 
from Europe as a popular hedge shrub but proved to be very invasive in our native 
communities.  

  
Minneopa will be sponsoring this event throughout the month of May on the 
following dates: 

·        May 26th (Friday) 9 to 11 a.m. 
** previous events have passed** 
  
Please pre-register for this event by sending an email to scott.kudelka@state.mn.us 

or calling 507-384-8890.  Entrance to the state park will be free for volunteering to 
remove buckthorn.  Meet at the Group Campground on the campground side of 
Minneopa State Park.   
  

Please wear gloves, tear-resistant clothing, safety glasses, tick prevention, and 
sturdy boots.  If you have your own loppers please bring them along.  Beware that 
buckthorn has thorns and can be tough to get at.  

  
  
  

  

 
  

 

Mower Cover Crop Champion/Soil Health Team Tour 
May 26, From 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

  

Location: Riverland Community College (Austin) east parking lot. 
  
Brief Description:  Cover Crop & Soil Health Day (May 26). Free event with lunch and 
bushing to 3 cover crop farms in Mower County from 9 am to 2 pm. 

AGENDA  
9:00 - 9:15 am - Registration 
9:15 - 9:30  am - Introduction 

9:30 - 9:45 am  - Board Bus 
9:45 - 10:45 am - Finnegan Farm 
10: 45 -11:15 am - Board Bus 
11:15 - 12: 15 am - Hamilton Farm 

12:15 - 12: 45 pm - Board Bus 
12:45 - 1:45 - Cotter Farm 
1:45 - 2:00 - Board Bus 



  

RSVP by May 22, 2017 to tim.ruzek@mowerswcd.org 
For more information go to http://www.freebornswcd.org  

  Nature Craft Night 

May 26, 6pm 

Location: New Nature Center 
Brief Description: Families, couples, friends, and individuals alike are invited for a 

night of nature crafting fun! NNC staff will provide instruction and supplies as 
participants create projects centered around the environment. This is a great 
opportunity to bond with your family, meet new friends, and enjoy light-hearted 
conversation. Light snacks and beverages will be provided, or you can bring your 

own!  

This month’s activities include two frog themed crafts, Frog Bog beverages and a 
snack of popcorn and “fl ies” while enjoying the sounds of native frogs played over 
the speakers. 
All materials will be provided, but there is a project fee ($20 for members/$25 for 

non-members, allowing for both art projects) due in order to secure materials. This 
fee is nonrefundable unless the NNC needs to cancel due to inclement weather or 
low participation. 

Click here for more or to register go to http://neycenter.org/rsvp/ 

May 31- June 7 Songs on the Lawn 
June 1, 11am-1pm 

Location: Civic Center Plaza, Mankato 
Brief Description: Songs on the Lawn now in its 14 year is truly a popular summer 
series featuring music, entertainment and local food. The series takes place every 
Thursday in June from 11 am - 1 pm at Civic Center Plaza in Mankato. 2017 Dates: 
June 1 - City Mouse (Classic Rock, Americana, Blues) June 8 - The Bad Companions 
(Rockabilly) June 15 - Sawyers Dream (70s Style Pop Rock) June 22 - The Whiskies 
(Acoustic Rock) June 29 - The Gentlemen's Anti-Temperance League (Swing Jazz) 
Admission is always FREE and FREE parking is available throughout the downtown 
area. Songs on the Lawn gives co-workers, friends and families from all around the 
region an opportunity to gather in the City Center to enjoy live music from area 
bands. Attendees can also purchase lunch and snacks sold by a variety of local 
vendors. 

For more information click here.  

  Family Science 

June 3, All Day 

Location: Ney Nature Center 
Brief Description: Bring the whole family as we learn about science and try different 
experiments! Reservations required. $3/member or $5/non-member, All Ages 
(Youth under the age of 14 must attend with a registered adult.)  

Saturday, June 3rd 12:30-2p: Pond Study - On June 3rd we will use different tools to 

search for critters in Frog Pond. Based on the species that we discover we will be 
able to learn more about the health of the ecosystem. 
Saturday, June 24th 10-11:30a: Renewable Energy - On June 24th we will learn about 
renewable energy with hands-on projects focused on wind and solar power. 

  
For more information click here. 

  Bird ID Hike 
June 3, 8-9:30am 

Location: Ney Nature Center 
Brief Description: Join a naturalist guide as we take a leisurely walk along some of 



the Nature Center trails in search of various bird species. A limited number of 

binoculars are available to borrow. Reservations required. Ages: 5+ 

For more information click here. 

  

Job Announcements  

WATER RESOURCES TECHNICIAN OR SPECIALIST 

Department Yellow Medicine Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)

Closing Date May 31, 4:30 pm

Location(s) Yellow Medicine SWCD

Who May Apply All qualified job seekers 

Responsibilities 
  

  
  
  
  

Yellow Medicine Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) is seeking a 
Water Resources Technician or Specialist.  Generally, the position will support 

current staff with implementation of federal farm bill and state conservation 
programs, promote and implement conservation practices and spend time 
providing outreach to the priority areas of the Yellow Medicine River One 
Watershed One Plan.  Travel around the SWCD work area, the watershed 

planning area and occasionally over-night, around Minnesota will be necessary. 

For more information contact SWCD office or click here. 

  

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND OFFICE COORDINATOR 

Department Cannon River Watershed Partnership

Closing Date May 26th 4:00pm on Friday 

Location(s) 400 Washington St., Northfield, MN 55057

Who May Apply All qualified job seekers 

Responsibilities l Coordinate CRWP’s urban stormwater education and outreach efforts 
to include preparing for and leading adopt-a-drain efforts, rain garden 

workshops, storm drain stenciling, mailings, recruit volunteers, staff 
booths at educational and outdoor events, and other duties as per 
contracts and grants.  

l Coordinate CRWP’s Annual Watershed Wide Cleanup to include 

recruiting site leaders, volunteers, supplies, and attending the event.  
l Coordinate CRWP’s Master Water Steward program including recruiting 

participants, coordinating with Freshwater Society and teaching 
evening class sessions  

l Assist Executive Director to plan and carry out CRWP’s fundraising and 
membership recruitment events such as Downstream Environmental 
Film Series and pursue other opportunities for new event partnerships  

l Write, develop, and coordinate production and distribution of 

communication pieces including  newsletters, brochures, and event 
materials to be submitted for approval by the Executive Director prior 
to being released  

l Maintain, update, and work with program staff to create content for 
the website (www.crwp.net)  



l Help build the organization’s brand through marketing and 

communications efforts  
l Work collaboratively with other staff to create effective 

communications strategies and plans  
l Assist with creating and implementing media plans to include press 

releases, radio, etc.  
l Develop content for and respond to social media including Facebook, 

blog posts, Twitter, etc.  

l Collect and analyze metrics related to our marketing and outreach 
efforts  

l Assist Executive Director as needed with fundraising activities, such as 
organizing mailings, setting appointments with donors, tracking 

fundraising appeal income, etc.  
l Database maintenance: fundraising, recording, processing, and 

acknowledging membership renewals and gifts  
l Some office maintenance (i.e. inventory and order supplies, equipment 

maintenance, etc.)  
l Communicate with volunteers regarding available volunteer 

opportunities  

l Other duties as assigned 
  
For more information click here. 

  

WATER MONITORING HYDROLOGIST 

Department Department of Natural Resources

Closing Date May 31

Location(s) MN

Who May Apply All qualified job seekers 

Responsibilities l Install and maintain staff gages, pressure transducers, weather stations, 
data loggers, monitoring wells, and other hydrologic monitoring 
equipment.  

l Survey and set elevation benchmarks; determine gage elevations and 

well measure point elevations; measure stream flow water levels and 
perform other hydrologic measurements.  

l Assist DNR Ecological and Water Resources’ field staff with stream, lake, 

and groundwater quantity data collection.  
l Create and maintain necessary paper and electronic files and data for 

monitoring, drilling, and sampling sites.  
l Enter monitoring data into computerized databases as directed.  

l Check all data for integrity and make necessary data corrections.  
l Compile all data following standard protocols.  
l This position will collect, manage, and analyze hydrologic data to 

support science-based water resources management decision-making. 

  
For more information click here. 

  

"The sun is the only safe nuclear reactor, situated as it is some ninety-three million miles away." 
– Stephanie Mills 



  

Please register at the Minnesota River Watershed Alliance’s bulletin board 
at  http://mail.mnsu.edu/mailman/listinfo/mrwa/  

For all the weekly update issues visit Minnesota River Basin Data Center Website or click 
Archival Issues here. 


