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To include your news release in the next edition of the Minnesota River Update, 
please send it tomnriverupdate@gmail.com. 
  

Events: 

 

Northern Slave, Black Dakota: The Life and Times of Joseph Godfrey 

April 4th 

7pm 

Nicollet County Human Services Building, 2070 Howard Drive W. 

Walt Bachman will present his new book on Joseph Godfrey at the Nicollet County Health and Human Services building in 
Northmankato on Thursday. Admission is free.   

  

Born a slave in free territory, Joseph Godfrey died widely reviled for his controversial role in the U.S.-Dakota War of 1862. 
Separated from his mother at age five when their master sold her, Joseph Godfrey was kept in bondage, serving Minnesota’s 
fur-trade 

elite. To escape his masters’ beatings and abuse, Godfrey sought refuge among the 

Dakota people he’d befriended as a child slave. Godfrey married a Dakota woman and 

was living with his family on the Lower Sioux Reservation in 1862. Conscripted to join 

Dakota warriors in the opening days of the U.S.-Dakota War of 1862, he became the 

first of hundreds of men tried by a military court when the six-week war ended in late 

September. Commander Henry Sibley, who created the court, was one of his former 

masters. Sibley approved death sentences for Godfrey and 302 other Dakota soldiers. 

  

For more information: Ben at 934-2160 or ben@nchsmn.org 

  

 
Paddling Theater to Celebrate Stories of the Minnesota River: Auditions and Open Call for Paddlers and 
Volunteers at K.K Berge Building 

Friday April 5th, (7-9pm) Saturday April 6th (10am-12pm) 
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Granite Falls, MN 

Calling all performers & paddlers! Join the residents of the Upper Minnesota River Valley to bring stories of the river to life 
in a one-of-a-kind Paddling Theater experience! 

Ashley Hanson & Andrew Gaylord, Directors of Place Base Productions & the artists that produced the 2012 Meandering 
River Walk, need your help to create a community-based paddling theater production that will take place on the river 
during Minnesota River History Weekend & State Water Trails 50th Anniversary Celebration on Saturday, May 18, 2013.  

On April 5 & 6, open auditions and drop-in volunteer sign-ups, will be held at the K.K. Berge Building. PlaceBase 
Productions is looking for 12-15 actors, many experienced paddlers & additional musicians, singers, storytellers, dancers, 
visual artists, river-enthusiasts, costume and prop-makers, volunteers and project assistants. No experience or 
preparation necessary and all ages and abilities are encouraged to participate. Principal actors need to feel comfortable in 
/ on / near the water. 

For more information: 

Contact Ashley at 952.486.0533 or email meanderingriverwalk@gmail.com 

OR stop by the K.K. Berge building during open auditions – no appointments needed! 

Rehearsals will take place weekends in April & May. Performance will take place on Saturday, May 18 for Minnesota 
River History Weekend & State Water Trails 50th Anniversary Celebration. 

  

 

American Bison presentation 

Saturday April 13 

5 p.m 

Flandrau State Park 

New Ulm, MN 

Home 

As the largest mammal on the Great Plains, millions of bison once roamed North America and played an integral role in 
the livelihood of many 
American Indian tribes.  The American bison is an animal built to live in harsh conditions.  Join the park naturalist to learn 
about this iconic North American animal and how we came very close to exterminating them.  Part of the presentation will 
be an activity called “Build a Bison.”  Please meet at the Picnic Shelter at the Day-Use Area next to the swimming pond. 

Contact: Scott Kudelka – 5073848890 or scott.kudelka@state.mn.us 

  

 
  

River Sense: Safety and Skills for Prarie Water Paddling 

Thursday, April 18, 2013 

7-9pm 
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Outdoor Writer and Paddling Veteran Tom Watson will give an overview of safety cautions and helpful skills to have when 
paddling rivers (and lakes) in the Upper Minnesota River Valley. He also will highlight many of his favorite paddling haunts 
in the region. 

RSVP Required. Call 1-877-269-2873 for more information. Also see http://www.curemnriver.org/events.html#certs-
conference 

  

 
  

Minnesota River Banquet 2013 

Saturday, April 27th 

5 pm 

Lola’s Larkspur, New Ulm, MN 

Minnesota River Enthusiasts,  I am sure the snow will be melted by 5 PM Saturday April 27th.  So we are going to have 

a barbecue in Downtown New Ulm at Lola's Larkspur.  The AnnualMinnesota River Banquet will feature BBQ ribs and 

chicken, corn, slaw, beans and more.  We are going to have fresh made soft pretzels and 3 kinds of artisan beer mustard on 

every table for appetizers.  Then the program for the evening features Natalie Warren and Denny Frederickson.  Natalie will 

give an inspiring presentation on her 2000 mile canoe trip she took with her partner Ann Raiho from the Twin Cities to Hudson 

Bay, the first two women to accomplish such an incredible feat.  Denny will give us an update on the exciting new national 

initiative of which the Minnesota River is applying for called "Blueways" and speak about our watershed as well.  I will give 

an overview of current and past actions and initiatives going on, along with a summary of challenges we are looking forward 

to.  There will be a raffle and many prizes.  As always it is first come first serve at the door, but if you want to assure a place at 

the table you can respond to this email with how many and who you are.  Then send a check for $25 per person made to CCMR 

at PO Box 488 for the number of people coming.  See attached flyer and send to all your friends  Sponsored by the 

Coalition for a Clean Minnesota River Since 1989.   

 
  

Environmental/Conservation Articles: 
  

 
Asian carp spawning areas wider than expected 

  

Star Tribune – March 19th, 2013 

  

TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. - Asian carp are reproducing in more places and under more varied conditions than experts had 
believed they could, yet another reason to worry about the greedy invader's potential to infest waterways and crowd out 
native species, scientists said Tuesday. 

  

http://www.startribune.com/local/199054491.html 

  

 

Minnesota can’t shake its drought worries 
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Pioneer Press –March 20th, 2013 

  

http://www.twincities.com/ci_22833737/minnesota-facing-drought-concerns-this-spring?source=rss 

  

 

Lake Pepin group tracks conservation efforts 

Over the past six months, the Lake Pepin Legacy Alliance has been developing a Local Resource Management 
Scorecard to compare conservation efforts across the Minnesota River Basin, which contribute to the reduction of 
sediment, both in the Minnesota River and in Lake Pepin. Although the Scorecard is still a work in progress, and by 
design, will require regular updates and changes as new information becomes available, visitors can find much 
information on the counties that have been uploaded. 
 
For a brief overview of the project, including comments from county commissioners and a guide to using this web tool, 
watch the video on YouTube. 

  

 
  

Jobs: 
  

STATE PROG ADMIN MGR 

Date Posted: 03/28/2013 
Closing Date: 04/08/2013 
Working Title: Assistant Regional Manager 
Hiring Agency: Natural Resources Dept 
Location: New Ulm 
Job Description: This position is responsible for directing the development of regional work plans  and program delivery 
and directing and implementing all Division of Ecological  and Water Resources (EWR) programs, policies, fiscal 
management activities  and operations for the region. 
Contact for more information: Robert Collett, 5073596050 robert.collett@state.mn.us 
See Minnesota State Jobs posting website additionally. 
                                 

  
Please register at the Minnesota River Watershed Alliance’s bulletin board 
athttp://mail.mnsu.edu/mailman/listinfo/mrwa/ to receive regular updates on what is happening 
in the Minnesota River Basin. 
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